
"Is Mr. Lovejoy still paying attentim
r irmir duntrhter V "Indeed, he isn't Dt.y- -Towne "Senator Dullard seems to have

acquired quite a reputation as a wit.
Browne "Yea, he was interviewed once
by a bright reporter."- - Philadelphia
Press.
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ing is supplied. The writer says:
"The common schools here are, neces-
sarily, not of a high grade, chiefly be-
cause they run in most instances only
four or five months in the year. The
country school houses are a disgraceto the people, and could not be util-
ized anywhere else than In this land
of warmth and sunshine. They are
merely hulls and very shabby hulls,
sometimes, with rough floor and
rougher walls, and the roughest sort
of roof, minus even a pretense of
ceiling. For windows, they use holes
in the wall, which, in time of rain are
closed by drawing a shutter which is
made of a rough plank, hung on leath-
er hinges." Just such houses as these
must our grand pioneers have built,
except that massive, well seasoned

ins any attention to her at all." "Why?
Did he jilt her?7' No, he married hei

Yonkers Herald

lw "i ft -

Thompson, of Lilly--;I

lotiely, snow-ola- d peak that stands
sentinel in the far north of California

Shasta, the beautiful mountain. But
greatly as I value and highly as I ap-
preciate the work of thd country
school teacher in Mississippi,. I realize
the need of better advantages for her,
and join my voice in pleading that
she. too, may have the privilege of a
training for her work.

We Need Your Help.
The educators who inaugurated this

plan of getting into direct and weekly
communication with the people had
no intention of monopolizing all the
time and space devoted to this cause.
Rather do they desire, and hope, to
hear from others who have the educa-
tion of our children at heart. Wheth-
er you are teacher or parent, or even
pupil, we will be glad to have your
views on any pertinent subject, and
will reproduce in these columns such
matter as we think would prove a
benefit to the public or to the cause
of education.

Incidents in Life of Turquoise King.
The turquoise king is dead. A ca-

reer of thrilling adventures and hair-
breadth escapes, a life in which the
smile of fortune came at the most un-

expected times and places, has been
ended, like the lives of so many others
bearing royal title, by the assassin's
bullet.

George Simmons, the turquoise king,
was a frequent visitor to Denver dur-
ing the latter years of his life. Mr.
Simmons was murdered on October 15
at Manvel, Cal., an isolated mining
town near the Nevada line. While
getting into a wagon to drive home he
was shot and instantly killed by W.
H. Miller, a foreman whom he had dis-

charged a year or so ago.
The discovery of his mine was an

example of his keen scent for the un-
usual. Riding through the Crescent
mountains in the Mojave district one
day, he noticed at a little distance a
slight elevation or mound which, al-

though, perhaps, undisturbed for cen-
turies, had apparently been built by
human hands. A closer examination
of the heterogenous materials com-
posing the mould convinced him of
its artificial character, and as it was
too large for an ordinary grave, he
determined to investigate further.
Digging down into the center of the
mound, he came upon a stone and later
complete sets of rude stone tools used
in mining by uncivilized persons. Con-
tinuing the excavation, he opened up
the workings of an ancient mine and
the deposits of turquoise which after-
wards brought him wealth.

For years he kept the location of
the mine a secret, working it in desul-
tory manner. The property whs not
patented, and lest some wandering
prospectors should run upon it Vy ac

Mrs. Elizabeth H.
dale, N. Y., Grand Worthy Wise Templar,
and Member of W. C.T. U., tells how she
recovered from a serious illness by the use of
Lydia E Pinkham's Vegetable CompouncL

" Dear Mrs. Ptnkham : I am one of the many of your grateful friends
who have been cured through, the use of. Hiydia E. Pinkham's Vegetable
jompouna, ana wno can to-aa-y tnanic you lor the fine health I enjoy. When

I was thirty-fiv- e years old, I suffered severe backache and frequent bearing1-dow- n

pains ; in fact, I had womb trouble. I was very anxious to sret well.
and reading of the cures your Compound had made, I decided to try it. I took
only six bottles, but it built me Up and cured me entirely of all my troubles.

M My family and relatives were naturally as gratified as I was. My niece
had heart trouble and nervous prostration, and was considered incurable.
She took your Vegetable Compound and it cured her in a short time, and ehe
became well and strong, and her home to her great joy and her husband's
delight was blessed with a baby. I know of a number of others who have
been cured of different kinds of female trouble, and am satisfied that your
Compound is the best medicine for sick women." Mas. Elizabeth H. Thompson,
fcox 105, Lillydale, N. Y.

Thousands upon thousands of women throughout this countryare not only expressing such sentiments as the above to their
friends, but are continually writing letters of gratitude to Mrs
Pinkham, until she has hundreds of thousands of letters from
women in all classes of society who have been restored to health
by her advice and medicine after all other means had failed.

Here is another letter which proves conclusively that there is no
Other medicine to equal L-ydi-a E. Pinkham's Vegetable Compound.

Of course, every citizen of the State
who has to make annual outlay for
text-book- s is interested in the passage
of a bill providing a uniform system
throughout the State. And as every
patron of the high and common
schools has to make this outlay, the
result is that many thousands are in-

tently watching the actions of their
representatives cn this question.

Levee matters interest those of our
people who dwell beside the mighty
Mississippi; the oyster questions, and
the matter of boundary betwixt us
and our fair neighbor, Louisiana, af-,fe- ct

the dwellers on the coast; the
lumber business and the turpentine
manufactories, with the many ques-
tions incident, are of vital import to
ithe great Southeast. Thus it is
'throughout the State, each section
having her own special interests to

iwatch over. But the question of text-
books (and the contents of the text-jbook- s)

interests every section, irre-
spective of location, and the people
.will not content themselves with any-
thing short of the best efforts of the
two houses along this line.

As I wrote last week, the senate had
i& long, hard fight over their bills, and
finally united on and passed an excel-
lent one. The composition of the
commission, however, is far from
tagreeable to many of the lawmakers.
tIt is urged by some that the governor
ihas no real authority, but that he
would be held responsible before the
people for the actions of the commis-
sion. This, if the case, should be
remedied, and probably will be, while
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& ,resentative Cowley, of Monroe coun-- f

Ity. has offered an amendment to the
Ibill which meets with much favor.
His amendment provides: "In ail fu-

ture adoptions of school books by
.county boards that the prices made by
(publishers to the counties in Missis-
sippi shall be as low as those made to
,ahy State, county, or municipality in
ithe United States under similar con-
ditions." To many, this seems the so-
lution of what has proven a difficult
jproblem. The chief question involved
)is that of prices, and the above seems
to remedy this difficulty, as it fixes,
absolutely, a minimum price for all
school books to be used in the com-
mon schools and the graded schools of
Mississippi. The amendment has
many friends who claim that it will
(cure all difficulties and will preserve
;io the counties their own supreme
hrights in matters educational.
What Superintendent Whitfield Says.

Our able superintendent, Mr. Whit-
field, was asked by the reporters to-fda- y

to say something for the use of
the press relative to the large appro-
priation for public schools made by
this legislature. He was asked, at the
same time, for an estimate of the total
school funds that would be available
for the biennial period. In order that
his reply jnay reach the . people who
jare most concerned, it is given place
tin these columns. He said:

"The house bill passed by the sen-jat- e

yesterday, appropriating $1,250,-iOO- O

from the State treasury for the
public schools, is an increase over the
appropriation of two years ago of the
total poll tax of the State. This lat-ft- er

sum last year was $304,000, but be-
cause of the paying of poll tax for the
next two years will not affect the right
of suffrage in this State, the conse-
quence will be that the poll tax for
the period In question will show a
fallintr off A rnnaprvntivo paHmatp
of what will be received from this
sourer annually for the next two years
is $275,000, or $550,000 for the entire
period. The superintendent's report
just issued shows that the sum of $1,-360,0- 00

was expended on the' common
schools last year. The boards of su-

pervisors in twelve counties have, for
the first time, levied taxes for the ex-
tension of the school term. About
ttwenty counties that have heretofore
been levying taxes for this purpose
lhave increased their levy, and a num-
ber of towns have establisned separate
school districts, which will increase
the amounts prettously collected from
such local sources for the schools.
The total funds available for common
schools during the present year will
approximate $2,250,000. This will, in-
sure an average school term for the
State of about six months.

"The agitation for better schools
will be continued. The necessity for
better school houses will bsLespecially
emphasized, and bettor tra&ed teach-
ers. The teachers of the State will be
organized into professional reading
circles, coursesxof stuiy n11 be out-
lined by the department of education
of the university' etc

AH of the plans mentioned in the
above paragraph will be outlined in
these columns from ime to time,-an-d

it is earnestly hoped that great enthu-
siasm may be aroused throughout four
limits. Nothing of great moment can
be achieved without a goodly amount
of that magical motive power, and to
be effective it should .have fresh fuel
given it continually. This we hope
to be able to do.

Rural School Houses.
Just here it seems opportune to

copy a brief extract from a letter
which I found today in one of the lead-
ing publications of the great Metho-
dist congregation. It describes one
of the rural school houses(?) in the
hill section of Northeast Mississippi,
where, the writer truthfully says,
dwell the kindest, truest and warme3t-hearte- d

people to be met with any-
where; and where is found nerve,
brain, strength of body and of mind
to enrich our State and our national
Ufa immeasurably, if the right train

"Dear Mks. Pinkham: I suffered with
poor health for over seven years, not sick
enough to stay in bed, and not well enough to
enjoy life and attend to my daily duties proper-
ly. 1 was growing' thin, my complexion was
sallow, and 1 was easily upset and irritable.

One of my neighbors advised me to try
Lydia E. Pinkham's Vegetable Com-
pound, and I procured a tottle. A great
change for the better took place within a
week, and I decided to keep up the treatment.

' Within two months I was like a changed
woman, my health good, my step light, mv
eves bricrht, mv complexion vastlv improved.

logs were then used and, in many in-- s

stances, still stand, where now we use
the hasitly sawed, unseasoned boards,
which immediately begin to draw
'away from each other whether in dis--

I gust or from the laudable desire to let
the air and sunshine in to coquet with
the lads and lassies, of course we can-
not say.

The fact remains that the picture,as drawn above, is an excellent liker
ness of many of our rural schools
schools, by the way, in which some of
our brightest children sit, and where,
thanks to the pure grit of the young
teachers and the simple life and clear
brain of the children, our great men
and women are getting their start in
life. Of course the children can do
nothing, and the poorly paid teacher

. very little, to improve the houses,
though in some districts I know it to
be a fact that the teacher has been
the largest contributor to the erection
ot a more comfortable building than
the one which they had occupied.
Once built, she continued the good
example by buying appliances and
aids to study, but in this, I regret to
say, she had a monopoly.

There is one thing, however, that
the children can do, and I earnestly
hope that the parents who read these
columns will encourage and discuss, in
the home circle, the subject of beauti-
fying the grounds about the school
house. It is not as though the chil-
dren had the barren wastes of the
Southwest to deal with, or the tree-
less stretches of the Northwest.
Neither have they the granite hills,
nor rock-ribbe- d fields of the North-
east. They have right at their feet
the garden spot of our beautiful land,
and they can do so much to add to its
beauty and thus learn from the work
much that will benefit them and
brighten their surroundings. We are
now making arrangements w'th a
company in Boston by which we hope
to inaugurate the systematic work of
beautifying rural school houses and
grounds in all parts of the State, of-

fering prizes, etc., for the various de-
grees of attractiveness achieved, and,

( generally, rousing the children to a
sense of their great privileges and
possible pleasures.

On the subject of school houses Su-

perintendent Whitfield has many good
things to say in that report which is
as full of good things as a nut is of
meat. Among them is this:

"It is impossible to maintain good
schools in uncomfortable houses, and
it will be impossible to have the
schools that we ought to have so long
as our houses are as uncomfortable
as they are. Our school houses should
not only be comfortable in cold and
hot weather, but in their construction
the laws of heating, ventilation and
lighting should be observed. Our
school houses should not only be com-
fortable, and from a sanitary point
well constructed, but as far as possi-
ble they ought to be made attractive.
It does not cost any more to construct
a building of good architectural- - fea-
tures than it does to construct an un-

sightly house containing the same ma-
terials. The educational value of a
beautiful house cannot be calculated.
Its refining influence soon becomes
manifest in the children's adoption of
higher ideals.

"I think there --shpuW be a law
passed requiring the State board of
education, to have prepared a number
of plans for up-to-da- te school houses,
and to require that, every school that
biulds a new school house adopt one
of these plans if it desires to partic-
ipate to the public fund.
. "I dj not think that money could be
better expended than for the State to
make an appropriation for school
houses as an encouragement to the

, patrons of the schools to build new
school houses. No appropriation
sholud be made to a district except on

larcrer part of the money. This would,
furthermore, encourage the permanent
location of school houses., Ti

Training Ochool,
I believe I am correct in the state-

ment that our own is, with one ex-

ception, the only State which has
failed to make some provision for the
great mass of 'its rural teachers the
advance guard of prosperity and cul-
ture, wherever it forges its difficult
way; for, in my humble opinion, this
State owes more to her country school
teachers than she does to any other
one class of her citizens more, even,
than to the preachers and the press.
She must be preacher as. well as teach-
er, aid in too many instances she is
the dnly link connecting her pupils
with what is best in the press. I have
belieted for many years that a large

i percentage of our country school
teachers ought to be given the salary
of missionaries in addition to what
they oaru as . acbers, and &jRhS$them deserve monuments as "Vgh and
as pure and as everlasting as that

and I felt once more like a young girl. X

i wonder now how I ever endured the misery.
I I would not spend another year like It for a

fortune.
" I appreciate mv crood health, and crive

all the praise to Iydia E. Pinkham's Vegetable Compound.". Mas.
M. Tilla, 407 Habersteen St., Savannah, Ga.

Mrs. Pinkham has on file
FORFEIT H wo cannot forthwith

$5000 above testimonials, which will prof
produce the original letters and signatures of

e their absolute genuineness.
Lydia K. Pinkham Med. Co., Lynn, Mass.

cident he built a stockade around . it
and kept a man with a Winchester on
guard night and day. People who tried
to learn the location of his mine by
following him .into the desert found
that it was a dangerous business. For
instance, there was Jim McClurg.' one
of the first men vhose acquaintance
Simmons had made in Denver. Un-
known to Simmons, McClurg boarded
the same train with the owner of the
mine and followed him to Nevada.
Simmon's quick eye, however, caught
a glimpse of McClurg as the later got
down from the rear end of the train
at their destination, and the Denver
man was promptly warned that a bul-

let would stop him if he attempted
to follow Simmons to the mine.

On Simmons's first visits to Denver
he used to bring with him a large
traveling grip filled with turquoises.
The stones were pale blue in color,
while those from the old mines in New
Mexico were dark blue, and at first
it was hard to find buyers for the pro-
ducts of Simmons's mine. Now the
light blue atones are the favorites and
find a ready sale.

Failing to get enough money from
the sale of turquoises to patent ths
property and develop it, Simmons went
to London to secure capital. He put a
valuation of $700,000 on his mine and
floated it on that basis, although it
was really worth three times that
amount. Denver Times.

Virginia and the Butler.
She was sweet, seven and Southern.

When her family moved to New York
there were surprises in plenty for lit-

tle Virginia. Virginia's meals in the
old homestead had always been served
by akinky-haire- d "uncle" or turbaned
"auntie," and the realm of white do-

mestics was as yet unknown. her.
Soon after coming to New York she
was invited to luncheon by a neighbor,
whose establishment was conducted
along smart, up-to-da- te lines altogeth-
er foreign to the little Dixie girl's
home life. Now, the most imposing
member of the servants' staff in this
house is an imported "Jeems" a reg-
ular Du Maurier type, from the trim
of his mutton chop whiskers to the
tips of his polished boots. His dig-
nity is enough to awe an ambassador,
so Virginia's hostess thought t it only
natural that her small guest should
accept the butler's services at lunch-
eon vtth shy glances and tmid "Thank
yous." It was only at Virginia's home
dinner that the secret of her timidity
leakedsut, when somebody inquired
how she had enjoyed her luncheon
party.

"Oh, it was lovely!" she exclaimed.
"There were the most beautiful flow-
ers and china and the nicest thing3 I
ever ate. and the young ladies wore
pretty dresses aid were as kind to me
as could be; but" she hung her
voice to a shocked whisper "they cer-

tainly were mean to their father. Why,
mamma, thej kPl him passing things
all during the Meal; never let him
sit down a minute or eat a bite, and
every time the doorbell rang the poor
man had to answer it. They may be
rich, but don't tell nw they don't make
ttiolr father .work!" Harper's fiaaga- -

zlna.

FARMS CHEAP
FOR SALE AT LOW PRICES
GIVEN AWAY by the Government

Low Settlers9 Rates to Montana and Washington
DAILY DURING MARCH AND APRIL, 1904

There are thousands of acres of rich
agricultural lands not yet under culti--

vat ion along the line of the

Great Northern Railway
Wrie to-da- y for illustrated bulletin,

giving-
- detailed information

OWN YOUR OWN FARM

thousands of such letters.

F. I. WHITNEY
General Passenger and Ticket AgentSt. Paul, minx.
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